


Emo is a very difficult genre
+o pin down! For many, the
word "emo" conjures images
of +eenagers with colored
hair and ripped up clothes.
Sonically, you may picture

; op-punky bands From +he

g Fe)aﬁls nojghﬂes - My

Bad. - Chemical Romance, maybe?
While bands like MCR were
instrumen+al in
popularizing the genre,
there's a whole world of
emo +o explore, bot+h

before and beyond wha+
you may know.
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"Emo" is a very broad label, bu+
alli+s Porms share a common
ances+tor: punk music! The
earliest Forms of emo blossomed
out of +he 1980's DC hardcore
punk scene.

The lyrics and vocal delivery of
these bands were raw an
emotional, leading +o the genre
being labeled “emocore" (or:
emotional hardcore). \
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New developments in +he mid 90's
sparked +he bir+h of a hew

subgenre: Midwes+ emo! %
With +his, there was a notable
shif+ +owards unconven+ional
melodies characteristic of math

rock - unigue time signatures,
arpeggiated guitars, and more.
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Alongside this, there was
movement away from the
"*hardcore punk" sound and
towards an "indie" style. Vocals
were often amateur, in contrast
+0 +he clean +ones of +he
instrumen+als.

i Despite the name, Midwest emo can be made

by anyone, anywhere. The label isn'+ a
restriction, but rather an indication of +he
genre's geographical origins.



When mos+ people hear +he word
"emo", +hey +hink of My Chemical
Romance, Fall Out Boy, or Panic! A+
The Disco. These bands may not
have mathy guitars or a rough,
hardcore punk edge... but they stil
came From punk! Though, their punk
influences are expressed via a "pop-
punk" sound similar +o t+ha+ of
bands like Green Day or Blink-I82.

Oh well, now, Mama,
we're all gonna die..
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The aesthetics of these bands contributed +o the "emo
Pashion" and subculture. Imagine: thick eyeliner, black hair,
tight and +orn-up clothes..

These early 2000's bands made emo mainstream, and earned
it a new reputation. t's impossible +o hear the word "emo"
and not have +hem come +o mind. The inclusion of +hese acts
within +he "emo" label is controversial among many listeners,
but +heir impact canno+ be understated.
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- EmXo like punk, is not "dead", and has
A=A never been. Even so, in the late
i S 2000's, +here was an all-new

i i . And
enaissance of Midwes+ emo
:ho\+ means: a whole load of new

bands +o listen +o!

Some of the mos+ well-knowh bands of
the "revival' include Snowing, Empire
Empire (I Was A Lonely Estate), The Brave
Little Abacus and Algernon Cadwallader
These bands aim +o capture a similar Feel
0 the emo bands of +he 40's, rather
than the popular acts of +he earIK And | wish |
e

2000's or the hardcore sound of + could tear
First emo musicians. s
out!

er
Emo music is still being made, loved, and E\ry\iﬂferlg;;e,
appreciated today, of course. Newer and still the  F8
bands such as Origami Angel, Glass Beach, voice it keeps r
and Your Arms are My Cocoon are And | wish +hat your A L"
Fantastic and entertaining lis+ens! = lungs would give out!

And Finally give air +0 breme”




Emo is always evolving
into bigger and be++er
t+hings. With +hese
changes come
interes+ting, innovative
subgenres and Fusion
genres!

S emo rapll

~ In +he 20I0's, +the
emergence of Soundcloud
brought with i+ a unique
Iolends of genres: emo and
rap!

]
You've probably heard the word "screamo" v ;
used +o describe me+al, but that's not how BMEEIEICEVIANEE]
the +erm originated! "Screamo” is emo music BRI ROOAETE LTIl ITNCI: lak3
with screamed vocals - hence why i+ sounds this new style into the
ke a mix be+ween "scream" and “emo". You mainst+ream! >
might hear i+ called "skramz", +o x — = e
diF%erenHm-e i+ From other screamed
music.

Also, screamo can have the same clean
instrumentation of midwest emo! The band
Your Arms Are My Cocoon are well known for
their unique screamed singing over bedroom
pop guitars.

As modern music embraces
electronic sounds, so +00
does emol Songs such as
“DigitalLung EXE" by Hey, ILY
mix emo with bitpop!



Queerness always has and always
will be a par+ of emo music.

This page i dedicated +o sharing
some really amazing emo songs by
+he loveliest of queer artists.

= ogret.
] wg\\, what do Yov
¥V aik for?



- SOME G0ooD TuNESl
® s" a‘F 0

LITTLE LEAGUE- CAP'N JAZZ

I'M BACK SLEEPING..-MOSS ICON

SNOW Y!-YOUR ARMS ARE MY COCOON

IWOOLWORM™ INDIAN SUMMER

& CROWN SHINESS - HIKES

-x—)fﬂx-x.-x"-

@ W also known as "angry son"




AND NOW, .
= *GMANYWORDS!

As you've likely redlized now, emo is a wide spectrum
that holds so much beautiful, Fascinating art under
its belt.

There's hesitation From many Fans of "+raditional"
emo +o embrace artists like Fall Out Boy or Lil Peep.
Bu+ language is shaped by +he people who use i+, and
i+'s undeniable that people use "emo” +0 mean things
beyond +he "4raditional" sound. Emo is @ massive
umbrella. Why +ry to close it all up?
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Also, +his guide isn't comprehensive at all There's
way more emo in the world than what i+'s possible
+o mention. So continue +0 lis+en 4o it (or start
lis+ening +0 i)l Keep it close +o your heart. And have
Fun!
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